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This was the onset o€ a beauti€ul Jouvney;
little did we Know that it was 3o'm3 to hold
Some o€ oUr €ondest mewmovies. Ouy JOUY‘V\QA'
\Deﬂan with the €avewell o€ our Twndian
€awmilies, and the 3ree+'m39 by our Swedish
ones. A delay o€ two \Qnﬁ'ﬂw\' hoUvs was
enough {or anviety and anticipation to kick
. We success€ully wmanoeuvved gast these
with the help o€ the Sweet company of each
othev. Ater a ‘\"\r'ma \&-houv 'G\’\%M', we
stegged nto the Gothenburg aivgort Yo e
3vee+ea\ by a €ew students and teachevs,
which was a lne.aﬁ‘—wa\r\m'mﬁ welcome €ov ouv
exhavsted selves. The {o\\ow'ma Wa5 a cav
Jouvney o the {amed Lexums Gymnasium,
what \n+vi3uea\ U5, was as to how quiet and
calwm the voads weve.
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A wavwm welcome awaited us at the Schoo),
with what the Swedes call "€ika” which 16
Sugposed to be a vevy important pavt of
the Swedich cultuve. The €ika itoel€
conSisted o€ “bulle” or what we Know as
cnawmon buns with vawilla cakes and a Jice
pregaved {vom a local bevey. The wain
eUvpose behind this exevcise was to bond
with our pavtwners and 30_# accuStomed Yo
the €act that we weve o9 Yo live with
thew €or the next ten days. This was
Shovt-lived by a 3~race€u\ welcome Speech oy
theivr beloved pvincipal Ms. Astvid Kling,
Succeeded by a brie Schedule o€ what the
next ten days had in Stove $or US. We then
gavted ways, Waging ouv heavy baagage
behind vs, letting our SwediSh countevparts
wmesmevize Us with their cos\ little homes
and lovely €awmilies.
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Atter a 9ood ,23@ Z@, we began the day by meeting at

the School. This was when we aot to expevience the public
transgort €acilities of€eved by the Swedish dovevament,
when we all came our own Segavate ways nitially. The
a9enda €or the day consisted of ivot Visiting the
Go‘rhen\oUv3 Urlban Development Centye, which was quite an
adventurous youvrney, which included a €ew bus vides and a
Short €evvy to veach an iSland. What the Urban Develogwment
Centvre it5el€ consisted was a swmall H-OimensSional wodel o€
the city itsel€ with alveady gresent infrasteucture and
€utuve endeavours. A well-informed and Knowledaeable auide,
who aave US an idea albout the imgortance ok lookingy aheod
and waking a glan €ov the {Uture and itS execution,
pvesented this to s, an \n913h+ Pvrovided Yo US \(‘Qﬁard'\nﬁ as
Yo how Some Cutuvistic Thinking can help achieve
sustainability and geace €or their citizens while also keeging
i wind the envivonment at lavge. An adjacent building to
the development centyve was a constvuction o€ bveath-
‘\-a\t'm3 beauty, known a5 the Kuarﬁen \ou\\a\'m3 owned oy the
Chalmevs Univevsity o€ TQCHV\O\O%\' W Go‘\‘hen\oUvﬁ. Al this
leavaing hod vnwow 3o+ Us €amished, and the Swedes weve Kind
enoUgh Yo accomgany Us to an Asian cuisine Wach in a Swall
vestauvrant in the city. This was £ollowed oy a once in a
lifetime opgortunity of viewing) the behind the Scenes o€ an
actual ogeva house.
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We visited the 'Gb‘\’?.\oortj%o?eran', which had a Unique
Steuctuve. the whole glace was a veglica of a Shig, but
with an opeva at the egicentve nstead o€ engjines. A

cheev€ul auide explained all this to US, we weve then
witness Yo the actual costumes, wmakeuvp, sets, pvactice
voom5, production, and divection to avvive at the Main
Auditorium, which could hold {100 awestvuck geogle. This

was sugposed to e the end of the day, but we weve lucky
enoUgh to have one o€ the pavents as the Vice- Oean of
the Go\%o_n\ow% University and hence 30\‘ a tour and
intevactive session o€ the University as well as a brie
wtvoduction to the Swedish education systewm. The
University itsel€ was venowned or business, economics,
and law, which had vavious bachelors and wastevs deavees
€ov geople all acvoss the wovld. One mportant €eatuve o€
their education System was the cost of their education,
the catch was that ﬂwe\, had Yo ncue o costs €ov ones
education in Sweden it was €vree o€ cost. Now COM\V\3 to
the best gart of the day, we all wmet Up in one house with
a wotive o€ wa‘\-ch'm3 a wovie +03e+hev, but this tuvrned
out to e a ¢izza garty with Us Twdians Teaching the
SwedeS ouv beauti€ul cultuval dances and Sonas. This was
when we actually bonded, like groger {viends and not st
weve acauaintances who had envolled thewmselves into an
ev\chanae grogram.
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EN SKOLA OPPEN FOR ALLA




The grevious days had boeen quite hectic and
exhavsting and we definitely needed a day o€
velaxing and 5t 9?Qnd\n3 Some quality time with
each other, and that was exactly what we did. The
impeccable glanning accounting Kov evevything wmust
be agplauded on the Swedes behalf. We stavted the
day with a tour o€ the School itsel€. A GymnaSium 15
an Ugger Secondavy School, which conSisted o€ vavious
couvses van3\n3 Lvrom Social Studies, Yo Natuval
Sciences, Economics, Technoloay and Acts. These weve
the Univevsity gregaving erograms €ov the childven
wntevested n book Knowledae and wanted a caveer
based Ugon the abovementioned subjects. The
beauty of this education systewm 6 that they give
equal we\3h+a3e Yo vocational progams ond
Univevsity Wa'm'm3 Q‘roz‘rawﬁ, ond hence had
segavate infvastvucture Lor 1obs like electvicions,
Plumbevs, cavgentevs and So on. One other nmnovative
gart o€ the School was the presence of a libvavy,
but thic was not any ovdinavy libravy, not only the
students but also the vesidents o the town used
it too.
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To €urther undevstand and 32# accustomed Yo
the Swedish cultuve and liestyles, we had a
clasSvoom immevsSion, wheve we sat wn aroups and
discussed with the Swedes about evevythin
angjng Crom the dif€evences and Similavities o
both cultures, common wmisconcegtions, importance
o€ a €ew mattevs in both the countvies, and %o
on. The Swedes weve quite taken aback with a
€ew o€ our tvaditions and customs, but weve
satis€ied ugon giving thewm swESicient justiications
{or the same. They say that the best i saved
€or the 1ast, which 6 exactly what the Swedes had
planned €or US. We had a joint cooking SeS5ion
wheve we Yoaether cooked Twndian €ood. This was a
{un filled exgevience with many li€e 1e550nS leavnt.
We leavnt on that day that only after we Stvive
hovd can we Tvuly ano\i the €euits o€ ouv
\a\oouv(\h‘era\\\p, we also saw a \ot o€ ?v'\eno\\\,
competition between eople, but at the end o€ the
day we all came back together and sat on the
same table and ate each othev's €ood. We leavnt
teamwork and that Shaving 1S indeed caving €ov

tdu@ér.
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The day had come, €or when we bove the we\3h+ o€ a
whole CoUvﬁ‘\r\., on oUv Shouldevs. The a\aq had come €ov
when we Showed the Swedes Twndia and wheve it5
beauty lies. We Twdians had gregaved a Swall
presentation and a Small dance to wmake thew awave
o€ what the Twndian cultuve consists o€, and the
wmmense diversity pvesent n this sgectaculav countvy.
It tuenS out all That anviety and regavation groved
e<ective, it was veceived with wavwm agelause and
Sinceve congratulations. We then had another
classroom wmersion wheve we attended a histovy
class. Whot we could in€ev was that, theve vewains to
be a Stark contrast in the ways in which they veceive
education and the way we do. The Twndian education
Syotem wostly consists of subjective leavning of
€acts, wheveas the Swedish education systew included
a wove gvactical agevoach and ndegendency wheve they
do not have et gortions gev Se, to leavn. They have
Yo chooSe a togic that ntevests thew, and weite a
Thesis, Ugon which they ave graded. This Yakes a wove
pvactical agevoach wheve the student doeSnt degend
on othevs to e +QU3h+ on the su\ojec%', and the

teachevs heve ave Ju%‘\- a 3\)‘\0\0_ to et thew wn the
r13L+ c.nivGo '\-G +L;p\: WNnAD v n'C-C

(44)
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ALter which we had \Wnch in the School cafetevia
Along with all the other Students of the
GYmnaSium, which was another {un exgevience, with
a Side o€ Wsciovs Buvogean €ood. We then went on
to weet the wayov o€ Gofhen\ow‘%. Who qave vs
an nSiaht about the golitical system gresent
theve, and it6 bene€its and Claws when compaved
Yo the Twndian golitical syotem. One mportant
ﬂ{ma we leavnt was that, climate chanﬂe a\%o
Plays an meortant vole n the golitical systewm n
Sweden, 0 wiuch %0 that they even have one
golitical party dedicated only towards 50ing
clmate 65ues. Now, it was time €ov use Yo change
wnto our 3000\ clothes, as we weve to watch a
dance Show at the ogeva house that evewing.
Buevyone looked excegtional with their \oeauﬂ%u\
dvesses, S0 wmuch S0 that the gasser-bys weve
A4aQn9 at us. Atter a 3000\ ehoto SeS5ion, we took
our glace n the \m‘\3hh, ogeva house Yo enjoy the
vest o€ the evening with Lantastic wmusic and
even better dance o wmake it a gevfect little

Fivanmnnan. Aauinian
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On the €ikth day of our exchange with Levums
GYWMnaSIum n Go%o_n\owa, Sweden, we Stavted the
day by W\QQ‘\"\V\S w 6Chool at wine n the \mom'mfﬁ. We

seven Students, two teachevs, a\ov\3 with two
Swedish hosts headed to the Levum Central Railway

Station. We then c;ou)ﬁmL a tvawn to Anﬁe‘(ed Centval
via Partille Centval. Anaerea\ Centval iS5 conSideved as
one o€ the Undevevivileaed aveas of Gothenburo,
wheve the Million onavaw\w\e 6 practiced. This was
wtvoduced n Sweden n the eavly 605 when the
houSing Shortaae became seveve. The puvpose was to
build one million new houses. T+ was woStly €wnanced
by 3ovo_vnw\o_n+ +eusts. This 15 one o€ the aveas
that 6 923«»230‘%%\ the woSt, majority o€ the
vesidents ave o€ 'Gore'\ﬁn \oac‘ﬁarok)no\ with the
avevage income o€ 100,000 SEX gev year. We then
Yook a tram to Saltholwmen, which 6 one o€ the
wealthier aveas wn Gothenbuva, The houses theve ave
compavatively exgensive, over 10 wiillion SE¥, because
it 16 Situated vewy close to the %ea and has a
beauti€ul atwosgheve. After taking a tvam back
to the city o€ Go‘\‘hQn\oUr@, we 30‘\' Wnch ot a lovely
ITtalian veStavvant, Vagiano.
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Our wnext visit was Yo the Rohsska Museum. T 15
a wuseUm €ocused on design, €ashion and agglied
avcts. The wmuseum collection consicts o€ ovevr
50,000 objecfé. The vnajor'r\'\' o€ the collection
conSists o€ handicva$t and o\QQ%n eroducts Lvom
Sweden and Buvrope and avts and cvats $rom
Jagan and China. The objects in the wuseum
collection tell Stovies about creativity, expression,
styles, €ashion and artistic ideals duvin
dit€event evas and in dif€event pavts o the
wovld. Tt albo o€€evs lectuves and wovrkshops, and
ncludeS a chavming cafe and a 3\{*% Stove. We
wet with oure other Swedish hosts €ov our last
scheduled activity, which was QOV“\‘\C\?O‘\‘\V\% w a
Stvike €ov Climate Chanae. This Stvike was
wnSeived by the celebrated Greta ThUn\oeva, and
was extremely o_xc'rﬁn% and in€ormative. The best
pavt of the whole day though, was when we got
Yo A to one o€ the \o'\ﬁaeé'\' candy Stoves in the
city. Buying candy was the pevect ending to a
wondev€ul o\a\i.

)



Our very €ivst weekend in Sweden had avvived,
these weve the days weve we did wot 3a'm
educationally but culturvally. The weekend was a
dedicated €amily time, wheve we Students 30\L Yo
50end Some auality time with our Swedish
countevparts and their €amilies. What better
way Yo velax than a Qicnic on an Sland. That 15
exactly what we did, we went Yo this nearby
i5land which went by the name Marstrandson. A
Shovt 'QQW‘\‘ vide 30‘\‘ VS Yo Mavstvand, a town
SUevounded oy the Sea and traditional Swedish
avchitectuve. While it %ochH o€ a% a
gredominantly SUmmer destimation, the Sland
vemains gretty all year vound. To 9et a better
view o the place, we went €or a swall hike n
between the vocks to veach a Swall hillock on the
iYland itsel€. The Scenic beauty £vom atop was
bveath *‘Q‘(\nﬂ, with the OnCOW\'\v% WindS vUShin
+hvoU3h oUv haie and the Sound o€ the waves
cm%'m3 0301@91- the vocks.
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A<ter which €ollowed a 3ooa\ ehoto SeSSion and wice
tte chat with the €amilies. We weve enjo\ing
natuve at 16 best, when we could swell the
‘“V‘30VQ+‘“§ scent o€ the ever %o delicious €ika. Fov
the days Sevead, we had Some Cinnamon bunS and
hot co{€ee, which was the pevect combination
€ov the chilly weather. Tt veally unfaiv how Some
'€QQ“V‘3(7 JUG*' cannot e put into words that do it
jueﬁce, and T wUST Say ana\o\\'m3 +03e+hev on O
Ricvic wat, Sigging hot co{€ee with a Aoup o such
\ov'mé peogle, Talking, \aughing, \DOnd'\nﬁ, wa5 a
pev€ect example o€ this. Heaven on eavth indeed.
On our walk back, we Stogeed by at the ‘Casvistew
an aﬂe-o\a\ Lovrtvess convevted to a eviSon, which
housed wany notorious criminals back in the day.
Alter Sgending Some wove time, walking on the
Gland, we then went on to avab a \'\3!«*' \Wnch and
take a €evrey back home. We all sgent Some wove
auality time with our host amilies that evening
and vecounted how blessed we weve to chevish such
wewmovies.
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Finally, a Sunday, a day we could wake
Up whewnevevr we wanted. Sleeg had
become a WUrUvy in Sweden with our

hectic timetables and +'w'\n3 days. We

had €inally €ound one day to wake up
\ate and \aze avound wn anothevr
covntvy €or a Chanae. A<ter a lazy

wxosm’ma, a €ew o€ VS went %0\79'\»:\3

wn a nearby wall, Nordstan in
Goﬂnen\ow% city, wheveas a few of
the Students decided Yo extend their

W\O\m'\nﬁ and Stayed at home enjoq'm%
bavlbecues and walks wn the €ovest.
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Finally, a Sunday, a day we could wake
Up whewnever we wanted. Sleeg had
become a WUy in Sweden with our

hectic timetables and ‘\"w'm% days. We

had <inally €ound one day to wake up
\ate and \aze avound i anothevr
coUn‘\'\r\., €ovr a chanﬁe. Atter a \azy

W\O‘(‘\n'\nﬂ, a €ew o€ US went GEOQQ'M% "

a vneavrly wall, Nordstan in Go‘rhen\oUw3

city, wheveas a €ew o the Students

decided to extend their w\osm'm3 ond
Stayed at home enjoq'm? \bavbbecues
and wWalks in the €ovest.
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Finally, a Sunday, a day we could wake
Up whewnever we wanted. Sleeg had
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hectic tiwmetables and ‘\"w'm% days. We
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\ate and \aze avound n another
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a vneavrly wall, Nordstan in Go‘\‘hen\ok)\r3

city, wheveas a €ew of the Students

decided to extend their w\osm'm3 ond
Stayed at home enjoq'm? bavlbecues
and Walks in the €ovest.
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The day Sta th oUr third clasSvoom imwevSion,
the Swea\eeg a \tgenﬂueia%'m to Show US how their
classes weve, also becavse this was awm emhanﬂe groaram on
theiv cultuve and education and hence had to €ocus their
time on helging US leavn the contrasts present in both the
countvies. The eri\i'ma €eatuve reaavd'mcﬁ +his clasSroom
wmmevsion was the €act that we weve infevac+\n3 with
students o€ ouv own a0, wheveas gvevioUsly it was with
students oldev than we weve. Theve€ove, these students
had a\%o Jue*\- enteved Gymnasium the Some way we hod Juﬁ-
enteved Co\\ec_:;e. One could 5ay we had wmove n comwmon Than
the vest o€ the Students, and hence had wove SHu€€ to
talk about when it came to the education Systewm and the
changes exgevienced in the Shift {vom a norwal Schoolin
li€e Yo the higjhex oNotem of education. After 3e+'\-\n3 a
taste of the dif<€evence in their education systewms, we
then went on to even get a taste of their Scrumgtiovs
weatballs. The weatballs is a Swedish delicacy and it
wmcompavable taste 15 without a doubt one o€ the wain
veasons that attvact touvists $rom all over the wovld. 0€
couvse, the ve32+avian9 did vnot 3e+ to Savour this, and had
Yo ogt €or the vegetavian complement, a €alael. Our next
destination was the Youth Guidance centve. this was a
Uniaue €eature o€ this little countvy, which was definitely a
€actor in '\w\wov'm3 theivr 90(:'\0_‘\"\‘ and \,ou‘\"h.
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The basic idea behind this mstitution i that childven Should
be able to seek help i€ their pavents ave ot coogevative.
Theve€ove, they can agevoach this centre with i550e5 o€
wental health o contraceptives or abortions, the centve
haS frained individuals n these vespective €ields that ave
{viendly and aggroachable, who qave US an inSight on the
above-wmentioned i55Ue5. This 15 vewy helg€ul €ov the young
0dUIYS who need help and cannot get it easily. The best
part is that evevything i5 dove at €vee of cost and hence
geogle con come and g0 anytime without even wovreyin
about the wonetavy aspect o€ Thina. A<ter an nSiaht<ul
ond educative a€tevnoon, we went to the city to ?u\{'\\
evevy Tndians deegest desive, Shopeng abvoad. We had a
aala time gicking out every item o€ the shelf and buying a
{ew exotic items. What better way to ass time and bond,
€ wot €oc a Sport. Which iS5 why we then went \oow\'mﬂ, the
weivrd pavt o€ all This was that the bowlina avena was n a
vestavrant. The journey to the bowling avena toel was a
hilavious s@ﬁ Yo watch, with U5 Twndians wao\a\\'wj ouvr Way
Theough the Stveets with wumevous Shogging \0039 w each
hand. The bowling game was a lot of {viendly comeetition
and a Swedish winner (we let them win). Ovevall, it was a
briliant end Yo a good day filled with a lot o€ {un and
\auamev.
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The day stavted as any dood day with, Vs wa\(‘m3 ue Yo
ouv \o\av’ma alavws but with high S@ivits, because we
knew that Sweden had Suvevises awaiting U5 and would
wot €ail to \ov’mg a Swile on our €aces. ALter our daiy
\mo‘m'\v\% voutines, we Joined everyone ot the study hall
at Levum's Gymnasium. We then groceeded to take a
tvain Yo Pavtille to veach the enova Recx'c\'ma Centve,
which i a \0\3 waste Yo enevrqy converting glant
Situated between Gothenburg/evum and Partille. We
veceived a <ully quided tour o{ the glant, stavting
Cvom the bunker (the place wheve all the waste S
witially collected) which can have 10,000 tonnes o€
30&00«39_ at the end o evevy week, <ollowed by the
wcnevator, which buvat all the 30&0030. that could wot
be vecycled. We alse Saw a Segavation Unit, which
Seqeeqated and Seeavates dif€event parts of a
component and vecycles it n a Qroger wanwney. A\o»ag
with the wa#ox-c\eane'ma Unit, which cleansed
contaminated watev, with the vesult as clean water,
which i5 clean but wnot gotable, as it tends to be a bit
salne. Theve was then an educational %ession o€ how
our howmes have to be the glace, se ve3a+'\ov\ o€ waste
b33\n9 ot and the imgortance o(o-) cultivating Such
practices $vom the avounzhlevel that would be our
homes (i@ case.
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We woSt definitely learned a wultitude veqavding
healthy waste manaaew\en‘\- habits, and it 15 now ouv
veseonsibility to Spread the wovd back at howme in Twdia,
%0 that one ine day we can also add waste
w\anaﬁew\em and disposal Yo the list o€ +h'm39 That we
gride about Twndia. They Say that "Food i the ngredient
that binds Us +o3e+lne~r“ and we can testify to this,
because we ouvselves had a Swall cooking $e55i0n, wheve
we cooked authentic Swedich €ood with the help o€ ouv
lovely gavtnevs. We had a lot o€ €un and could taste the
Leuits i€ our havd wovk (\H’Qva\\\p. Fo\\ow'm?DwaG a 9\4\«3
leS%on, wn the ki dome Situated n Gothen Uvq, The ki
dome was an artificial cross-countey Skiing exgevience,
wheve all o€ Us leavat how Yo Ski undev an houv, which T
€eel 15 impressive. Ouving the activity itsell, we vot only
had €Un, but also learnt wany +!n'm39. We leavnt that
Sometimes you €all down, but all you have to do 6 32*\-
Up, dust the Snow o€ and keeg Swiling. This activity also
Qf\renzﬂ-,eneo\ our Unity and gromoted +032‘\’hew\e%
wheve § one pevéon €ell down, all The othevs would vun
Yo helg them get up. This once again Shows that ke
aves ou obstacles, you knock thew down and keeg
wioving €orwavd. Ovevall, we had a €un €illed and excitin
day. Which added on to the wmany wmewovies that we had
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“There is ? Zging. It's just the place where
C; top the story.”

I+ had come down to our €inal da\., w this maﬂn'\ﬁceﬂ*
countvy. However, that did not Stop Us Svom wa‘(ma uQ
with briaht Swmiles on oue €aces, \v\‘\‘end'\nﬁ to enjoy evewy
little bit o€ the time we had let. We had a sel€-
evaluation %e55ion, wheve we all ve€lected on how
+horoU3h\\, we enjo\ed the whole exgevience and how
noﬂﬂnﬂ could e done to wmake it any better. T they
alveady hadn't done enough €ov VS, the Swedes 090in
witiated another excuvsion, wheve we went O\On3 the
banks o€ the viver Savedn. This excuvsion was a whole
other exgevience, a5 €or the fivst time did we get to
witness an actual Smow€all, we Twndians weve %o excited to
see Snow that a €ew o€ Us aot a bit too excited and
weve almost en3U\€eo\ w the watevs o€ the qushing viver.
We aot to witness the beauty o€ natuve vewy close to
the cities, which has become quite vave these days with
concvete Jnges and 5Ky Seragevs all over the wovld. Ugon
oUvr vetuvn, we had a swall €avewell Cona‘retﬁa'ﬁon Planned,
wheve we exchanged a €ew wovds and the grincipal o€ the
college aave a hear#-wavm'\n3 seeech that wade US Shed a
tear or two. They even qave Vs a t-Shirt €ovr US Yo weavr
with pvide and chevish the wultitude o€ wmewovries that we
wade with these geogle and the ¢lace.
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Acter wh'&%@e—%ﬂ% 5toyed back n the School

as we wanted Yo spend the 1ast ew houvs
Yoaether in one glace. We didn't veally have to
do anything o a5 oUr time, we had bonded %o
wuUch over the past <ew days that we always
had sovne+h\n3 Yo talk about, veca\\'m3 the best
wewmovies and how badly we weve 30\»:\3 Yo wmiss
This place and 115 geogle. Tt was then that the
veality o€ ﬂ{m?)Q hit S, the veality that it was
wm €act the \ast €ew houvs we had Together.
I+t was when, teavs weve Shed, and hU36 weve
chevished. Tt 6 6aid that all 3ooo\ +h'm39 come
Yo end, Cest La Vie. Howevev, none o€ US
wanted this to ever end, we weve \'N'm3 the
Utogian lie. A %ewi colon 16 Used when an author
could have chosen to end their sentence, but
cho%en not Yo. Theve will be wo end to these
lovely wewovies and €antabulous exgeviences
that will €ovever be chevished.
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